PRESS-RELEASE

Focus Groups as a Tool: Within the EMPATY Project, the Needs and Interests of
Civil Society Organizations Are Being Studied in 4 Regions of the Kyrgyz Republic

Bishkek, Kyrgyz Republic | May 2026

As part of the project “Empowered CSOs and Multi-stakeholder Partnerships for Active and Prosperous Civil
Society and Young Generation in the Kyrgyz Republic (EMPATY),” a series of focus groups was conducted in
April of this year. These discussions aimed to identify and assess the needs of local civil society organizations, as
well as the key challenges and interests of young people in 14 selected districts across Osh, Jalal-Abad, Issyk-Kul,
and Naryn regions.

The focus groups were organized by the Association “Kyrgyzstan Forum of Rural Advisory Services” in
cooperation with the Public Foundation “Open Line”.

A total of 305 participants took part in the events, including representatives of local civil society organizations,
youth, and government bodies. The discussions confirmed a strong public demand for participation in regional
life: participants noted that the live dialogue format facilitates prompt problem-solving and strengthens trust
within the community.

“For us, as a local organization, these meetings were an opportunity to align our perspectives. It is important that
the project does not offer ready-made templates, but instead asks us what we truly need,” shared Nuraida from
Nooken District.

Based on the proposals raised and priorities identified, the project is now moving into the phase of developing
specialized training modules. The data collected during the discussions will serve as the foundation for the next
phase of the project. Programs are being adapted to ensure that each training and mentoring session responds to
the real needs of participants.

The activities were implemented by the EMPATY consortium, led by Hilfswerk International, within the project,
co-funded by the European Union under the programme ‘Support to Civil Society Initiatives in the Kyrgyz
Republic’ and by the Austrian Development Agency (ADA).

The project is being implemented by Hilfswerk International in close cooperation with the Public Fund “Open Line”,
Association “Kyrgyz Forum for Rural Advisory Service” (KFSKS) and the Association of Fruit and Vegetable Enterprises
(AFVE).

Project is being implemented by Hilfswerk International, in close cooperation with PF Open Line, KGFRAS, and AFVE.

For more information/participation, please contact the following e-mails: aslanov@hilfswerk.tj.
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The ADA is co-funding the project “Empowered CSOs and Multi-stakeholder Partnerships for Active and
Prosperous Civil Society and Young Generation in the Kyrgyz Republic — EMPATY” as part of International
Partnerships Austria. The Austrian Development Agency (ADA) is Austria’s federal agency for development
cooperation and humanitarian aid. We collaborate with international organisations, public authorities, civil
society, educational institutions and businesses across Africa, Asia, South East and Eastern Europe. Together
with the people in our partner countries, we work to improve living conditions in their communities — for
example, by providing education and training, by supporting small businesses, or by developing innovative
solutions for water supply and agriculture. We are committed to reducing poverty, promoting peace and
protecting the environment. For better lives and a secure future for all.
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Hilfswerk International in Central Asia is an Austrian non-profit charitable organization
promoting international cooperation. It has been operating in Central Asia since 2001,
implementing projects and programs for agricultural development, support for small and
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), projects in the social sector, and other priority areas for

the development of the socio-economic sector of Central Asia

PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS:

ACCOUMALMSA
4 MN040BOOBOLLHbIX
7 MPEANPUATUN

<|
KGFRAS

OPEN
LINE

OTR})IsITilKAIvIHHﬂ

ASSOCIATION OF FRUIT AND VEGETABLE ENTERPRISES IN KYRGYZSTAN
(AFVE) was established in June 2003 and currently unites most fruit and vegetable
enterprises in the country, developing the fruit and vegetable processing sector and
enterprises by creating a favorable business environment and developing the market for
processed products. The “Association of fruit and vegetable enterprises” is a non-
governmental, non-profit organization uniting legal entities engaged in the production
and processing of agricultural produce, based on free will and common interests.

Association of Kyrgyzstan forum of rural advisory services (KGFRAS) was established
on September 10, 2019. Currently, the Association unites around 30 advisory service
organizations across the Republic. The main activities of the Association are aimed at
strengthening the capacity of advisory services working in the agricultural sector
through training, promotion of their services, as well as protecting their rights and
advocating for their interests before government bodies, public organizations, and the
donor community.

KGFRAS is a non-governmental and non-profit organization that brings together legal
entities on a voluntary basis, in accordance with their shared interests in rural
development and advisory services.

Open Line is an educational organization working in the field of protecting the rights of
girls and women. Our mission is to advance human rights content through advocacy
campaigns, visualization, innovation, and information technologies.

We educate about the rights of girls and women through innovation and technology to
expand horizons and opportunities.

e We promote increased gender competence and professional skills through the lens of
fostering equal opportunities, enhancing effectiveness, and improving the quality of
services provided by women-led enterprises, activist groups, and women's NGOs.

o We foster partnerships between professionals from marketing, media, and programming
and women's organizations and entrepreneurs.

o WWe create innovative social campaigns and simple IT solutions so that ordinary girls and
women can use them as motivational/educational/awareness-raising materials,
particularly in difficult life situations, to protect their rights.



